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House of Representatives 
The House met at 9 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker. 
f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Thank You, God, for giving us an-
other day. 

Even before the first word is spoken 
this day, O Lord, guide our minds, 
thoughts, hearts, and desires. Breathe 
into the Members of this House a new 
spirit. Shape this Congress and our 
world according to Your design that all 
might fulfill Your holy will. 

Bless the Members of this assembly 
with attentive hearts and open minds, 
that through the diversity of ideas 
they may sort out what is best for our 
Nation. 

May all speech in this assembly be 
deliberately free of all prejudice so 
that others might listen whole-
heartedly. Then all dialogue will be 
mutually respectful, surprising even us 
with unity and justice. 

May all that is done this day be for 
Your greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-
woman from Oregon (Ms. BONAMICI) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Ms. BONAMICI led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to five requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

f 

FACTS REVEAL PRESIDENT’S JOB 
FAILURE 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, the President’s State of the 
Union speech was a disconnect with the 
American people who live and feel the 
failures of his policies. That is why the 
voters clearly spoke to stop tax in-
creases destroying jobs in favor of the 
Republican bipartisan legislation to 
create jobs. 

Big Government fails. The real facts 
threatening the middle class are: $869.3 
billion total taxes in ObamaCare, ac-
cording to the Congressional Budget 
Office; 5.5 million Americans who have 
fallen into poverty since Obama be-
came President, U.S. Census Bureau; 
401,000 construction jobs lost since 
Obama became President, Bureau of 
Labor Statistics; $2,484 decline in the 
median household income since Obama 
became President, U.S. Census Bureau. 

Again, the President should stop, 
change course, and work with Repub-
licans for legislation that promotes 
small business jobs. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and the President, by his actions, must 
never forget September the 11th in the 
global war on terrorism. 

Welcome, right to life marchers, to 
Washington today. 

f 

CONGRESS SHOULD FOCUS ON 
AMERICA’S TOP PRIORITIES 

(Mr. KILDEE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, just the 
night before last the President ad-
dressed this body and laid out an agen-
da that we all might not agree with 
certain elements, but there are ele-
ments that we could certainly act 
upon. 

We could take up an infrastructure 
bill. We could take up legislation that 
would assure every young person the 
ability to go to community college. We 
could take up the big questions that 
the American people expect us to ad-
dress that are important to growing 
our economy. But we are not doing 
that. 

Instead, this morning, the leadership 
will present to this body legislation 
that will again seek to curtail the 
health care rights of women, not be-
cause you have some expectation that 
it will become law, but I believe be-
cause it is just another attempt to pan-
der to the more extreme voices of the 
base. 

The President and others have called 
to us to elevate the dialogue in Con-
gress and elevate our aspirations for 
our country. 

We have legislation before us that 
would put limitations on the choices 
that women have and even deny access 
to abortion services to save the life of 
a mother. This is the wrong direction. 
We need to reject it. 

f 

LAVONIA POLICE OFFICERS OF 
THE YEAR 

(Mr. COLLINS of Georgia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I am honored today to rise in rec-
ognition of three police officers from 
the Lavonia, Georgia, Police Depart-
ment. 

Officers Harold McCroskey, Brandon 
Brown, and Blake Andrews are selfless 
public servants who have committed 
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